





PENNSYLVANIA RARE BIRD REPORT FORM

This form is presented as a convenience and guide. It can be used if desired, but is not necessary for submitting a
report. Species requiring documentation are those on the Review List or not on the Official List of Birds of
Pennsylvania. Send documentation to:

Nick Pulcinella, Secretary

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee

613 Howard Ave. GGG 0" 200%

West Chester, PA 19380

nickpul@bellatlantic.net
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On December 7, 2003 1 received a call from Deuane Hoffman that a Varied Thrush was
observed at a private residence in Dauphin County. Deuanne is an expert birder and
widely known throughout PA birding circles. On December 9, 2003 between 11-12 noon
I also observed this same bird. Numerous other people had seen the bird as evidenced by
the owner's guest book. The owner indicated that it had been present since December 6.
The sky was overcast and the wind was calm. The temperature was approximately 35
degrees.

The following notes are drawn from memory on Dec 10. After standing quietly near the
backyard feeders for about 15 minutes a robin-sized bird was noted landing on a tree
branch about 20 feet off the ground and 50 feet away. The immediate features I noted
were the orange breast and eyebrow and dark back. The belly was orange turning to white
toward the rump. The dark back was broken by irregular markings but wing bars were
not noted as described in Peterson'’ field guide. The bird was potbellied and sat erect like
a thrush. The legs were orange the same color as the breast. The cheek patch and breast
band were gray rather than black indicating it was a female. The breast band ran fully
across the breast. The bird made no noise that I could hear. Although there were robin
calls in the area, no robins were observed to compare size. The bird was very wary and
would not come to the feeders whereas the squirrels, juncos, sparrows goldfinch had all
resumed feeding in my presence sometimes as close as 5-10 away. I decided that I was
interfering with the bird's feeding so I went back to the car to review Sibley's field guide,

The only diagnostic feature I missed was the very short tail (and in hindsight the wing
bars). I went back on the other side (right) side of the house and saw the bird from about
100 feet. The angle was not the best but the tail appeared much shorter proportionately
than an American Robin's.

The bird was seen by many other guests of the owner. Several birders even took
photographs. If others do not submit photographs I would be glad to obtain copies and
forward them. This was a life bird for me.

My conclusion is that this was an adult female Varied Thrush.
Sincerely

Chuck Berthoud

Hershey, PA

Dannhin Countv
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Record No: 666-02-2003

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee

Voting Tabulation — Round One

Species: Varied Thrush (Ixoreus naevius)

3
Date of Sighting: 6 December 2003 to & December 2003

Location: HARRISBURG

County : DAUPHIN

Observer(s): Jane Webster, Will Webster, Sandy Lockerman et al

Date of Submission: 2003

Submitted by: Jane Webster, Tom Johnson, Chuck Berthoud

Written Description: Yes Photo: Yes Specimen: No Recording: No
Member Class I Class II ClassIIT | Class Class Class Class V Abstain
IV-A IvV-B v-C
R. Wiltraut <
D. Heathcote X
P. Guris X
J. Stanley X
E. Witmer X
R. Leberman X
M. Sharp X
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DECISION
X

Comments: 779

el

Date: & ,C?/w’

Signature (Secretary) %% ,;,@&1,






